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June 15, 2020 

Dear Hebron Families and Educators: 

I hope this letter finds you and your family well. It is hard to believe that our parade was a couple of weeks ago. 
It feels like just yesterday that we were welcomed by signs, cheers and some tears. It was a reminder of the 
joy that we had when we were all back in our schools. It also gives us something to look forward to when we 
are back together once again.  

As we enter summer, it is my hope that you all have many good times with family and friends. This summer will 
be different. One of my favorite things about summer is James Taylor playing at Tanglewood and listening to 
his music surrounded by many people while sharing my picnic blanket with those who mean the world to me. 
Taylor reminds us to “Shower the people you love with love, show them the way that you feel. You’ll feel better 
right away”. This summer I will still listen to this song and many others. It will not be at a summer concert but 
there will be music, picnic blankets, family, and friends. It will be a good summer. We all need a good summer 
after all that we have been through the last several months.    

I wish summer could just be about good times and fun. Our students probably wish that too. As you know, we 
provided some resources for summer learning. These were distributed last week and can also be found on our 
website. It is important for our students to be reading every day. I would encourage adults to do this as well! 
There are also community supports available to you this summer: 

 Multiple meals are provided to all students and their siblings under 18 on Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday from 8:00-9:00 AM at Gilead Hill School - see the flyer on the website, Facebook, or Twitter for 
more information. This will be available through at least June 29th. We hope to continue to offer this 
support for the entire summer.  

 AHM Youth & Family Services is available to help support families in need. AHM can be reached by 
calling 860-228-9488.  

 Families can also call 2-1-1 for access to health and community resources. 
 The Hebron Interfaith Human Services has a fully stocked and operational food pantry located at 20 

Pendleton Drive. They are here to serve any resident that may be experiencing a shortage of food due 
to financial strain, challenges accessing food due to medical concerns, or any other situation that may 
arise. Please call Christa Goodwin-Babka at 860-228-1681 or reach out through email HIHS@att.net 
for more information. 

Our educators will be working behind the scenes this summer as well to plan for a safe reopening in the fall. 
There will be many details to consider. We created a ReEntry Team that will be meeting throughout the 
summer to guide this work. The ReEntry Team consists of our administrators, department heads, teacher and 
support staff representatives, Board of Education Members, and additional parents. We will be studying 
guidelines from the CT Department of Education, after they are released, while working with the Chatham 
Health District to ensure we are doing everything possible to reduce the risk COVID-19 poses to our students 
and staff. We know we will not be completely safe until there is a vaccine. However, we can use all the tools in 
our toolbox to reduce the risk. Safety will be the primary consideration in our planning. We have created an 
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email address, ReEntry@hebron.k12.ct.us, for families and staff to send us ideas and questions. We will keep 
you updated this summer as our plans take shape. We know it will be important for us to work diligently but 
quickly so that you have time to plan at home too. We can expect that our reopening will likely look different in 
terms of school schedules and that will present challenges for some families. We promise to communicate 
decisions to you as soon as we are able to.  

Our educators have already been thinking about what students will need in terms of emotional and academic 
support when we return to school. There are lessons learned from the extended school closures after 
Hurricane Katrina that we have turned to. It is helpful that we have a spiral curriculum approach where we 
revisit topics throughout the school year so we can reinforce skills and also address skill gaps. While we 
always anticipate some learning loss after summer, it will be an even more important focus as our students 
have been away from us for so much longer this year. We also know that gaps will be more pronounced for our 
youngest learners who are on their way to developing strong reading skills as well as math and social skills. 
When we return, we plan to move forward with the following approaches: 

 Implement a Social Emotional Learning curriculum to address the needs of all students. 
 Complete an immediate check on students' emotional and academic needs so we can put in place any 

needed supports quickly. 
 Begin our grade-level curriculum right away while completing any needed review as the year 

progresses so students see these concepts in context after they settle in. 

In closing, I want to thank all of our students for continuing to work hard while we have been learning from a 
distance. I also want to thank families and our educators for supporting our students in this process. I know our 
students thank you too. Take time to be with family and friends. Listen to music. Read a good book. Relax in 
the sunshine. Find joy in the slower pace. Most of all, be well. We can’t wait to see you again in the fall.  

Sincerely, 

   

Thomas J. Baird, Ed.D 

Superintendent of Schools 
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